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of which are inhabited by Kookees, and the southern, by
Changsels, a tribe which has, within the last four years, been
forced to desert its original haunts amongst the more southern
ranges, by the aggressions of one still more powerful^ which,
now occupies the spots originally held by the Changsels.

14th. The tract of country on the northern bank of the
Soormah river occupies an area of about 1,008 square miles,
of which very nearly half, or about 478 miles, is estimated
by Captain Fisher, to be arable land of a very fine quality,
which is daily becoming more extensively cultivated. On
both banks of the Soormah, from Buddurpoor, nearly the
whole way to Banskandee, villages have been again establish-
ed> and the plains, which six or seven years ago were wholly
deserted and covered with reeds, now present a scene of
newly awakened industry, and a broad belt of as fine and
varied cultivation as can be found in any part of Bengal. The
early settlers were naturally anxious to, obtain grants of land
as near to the river as was practicable; and all the available
spots in these localities having been taken, the settlers are
now clearing the tracts immediately behind those already
occupied, where there is still an ample field for the exercise
and reward of persevering industry.

15th. The Jeeree, the Cheeree, Madura, Jatingah, Kena
Khal, and Goomra, are the most considerable of the streams
which flow from the southern face of the mountainous range on
the north, into the Soormah, and are nil characterised by the
same peculiarities of very lofty precipitous banks, and narrow-
channels: during the dry season they are navigable only for
the small class of canoes, which are propelled or dragged
over the shoals with little difficulty; but in the rains, almost
the whole of these nullahs have a depth of from twenty to
thirty feet of water, and they then rush through the narrow
-channels which confine them with tremendous force, rendering
transit at that season of the year peculiarly hazardous and
difficult. From the shortness of their course, and the great
extent of the ranges from which they flow, they are subject
-to very sudden inundations, which, however, rarely produce
..an injurious effect upon the country, from the great height